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has since exercised and represented. Long
before its publication, the battle between science
and orthodoxy had spread itself into the field
of popular thought and literature. There had
been, amongst writers addressing the general
public, scientific critics openly at war with,
orthodoxy ; there had been orthodox apologists
openly at war with science ; there had also been
i party, on the same side as the orthodox, who
were willing and anxious to come to terms
with the adversary. But though it had been
attempted by many Christian writers to accom-
modate the Christian position to the demands
of sceptical criticism, sceptical criticism had as
yet, in no popular way, attempted to appro-
priate the Christian position for itself. To do
this was the object of 'Ecce Homo/ Unlike
the authors of 'Essays and Reviews/ the author
of this book approached and treated his subject
not from within the Church, but altogether
from without it. Like most men of his time, he
must have been born in the Christian pale ; but
it was quite evident that he had formally left this ;
and he was examining the Gospel now as a new
species of convert, not as one who was striving to
keep the faith. To some of the Broad Church